Strength in difference, together we are one .
£ Lb /) F =S < ONS, Headteacher: Mrs E Richardson

FogsineT Westy igh. Academy Standards and Ethos Committee Chair: Mrs T Hughes

N I
ﬂ DU bU y Email: office@dunbury.dsat.org.uk

Church of England Academy Website: www.dunbury.dsat.org.uk

1st July 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

Clarification for ‘no rucksacks’ request

Dear Parents,

Some of you have got in touch to query the no-rucksack request and are worried that your child won’t be able to
carry everything to school. | understand your concerns; we don’t want lost items on buses or things strewn around
the school. However, it seems that rucksacks have become a fashion accessory in themselves, and are bulging with
toys, footballs, stationary, collectors’ cards, pots of various liquids that can’t be used at school and coats and hats
that can just be hung directly on coat pegs in the cloakrooms.

Our general school environment has become very untidy because rucksacks are so bulky and children have so many
belongings that they no longer fit on a standard cloakroom peg!

The reason we ask children not to bring toys and ‘fidget or sensory tools’ without formal agreement between the
teacher, SENDCo and parent is because we consider these an important part of the child’s provision and their use
must be recorded and evaluated. If this conversation has been had, and the child is encouraged by teaching staff
to access tools at school to help them concentrate, we ask that these remain at school overnight in a place
designated by the class teacher.

Children who attend other schools manage well to carry their own book bag, water bottle and lunchbox. They wear
their coat or hat on their body and hang them up when they arrive.

e Inwet weather, please use a simple carrier bag or tote bag for wellies or clothes changes

e Children changing into after school sports club gear can bring it in a small kit bag (not bulky rucksack)

e Breakfast club and after school club provide everything needed for wraparound entertainment - please do
not send your child in with extra pens / stationery / toys etc as this is not fair on other children.

| appreciate your feedback and suggestions. | wonder if we could compromise and agree that children who travel
by bus can pack all their necessary belongings into a bag of reasonable size and that you check the contents
regularly to ensure they are all absolutely crucial. Children who are dropped off or walk really don’t need a rucksack,
and we would ask you to support their growing independence by encouraging them to organise and carry their own
belongings.

We have a limited number of book bags with a Dunbury logo (£5 each) and drawstring PE bags with a Dunbury logo
(£6.95 each) which can be purchased by contacting the school office. Plain book bags and PE bags can also be
purchase widely at very little expense online.
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With thanks for your ongoing support,
Emma Richardson

Headteacher
Dunbury CofE Academy



