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EYFS Nativity
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Wow! What a performance! You were all so brave and confident! Well done to all our little Preschool
and Reception stars, kings, shepherds, innkeepers, animals and of course, Mary and Joseph. Thank you
to all our families and village community for coming and celebrating with us.
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KS1 Nativity

Amazing! What an incredible performance! Well done KS1, you all did a fantastic job!
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A massive thank you to everyone who helped, including everyone in our community who made/donated
all the costumes and Reverend Lewis for our wonderful blessing. Thank you to everyone who came to
celebrate with us and make the children's night so special.

KS2 Carols by Candlelight

On Wednesday 10th December we held our annual Carols by Candlelight event at St Mary's Church. The
KS2 children first sang at Cup and Cake in the morning and then at the church in the evening. It was a
magical event and we are grateful to FODA for providing refreshments. Particular mention must go to
members of the KS2 choir who had given up lunchtimes across the term to practise their solo and group
pieces. It really felt like Christmas had started.



Christingles
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In early December, all pupils at Dunbury Academy made a Christingle as part of our seasonal festivities.
It is one of the most special events in our school Christmas calendar. We were grateful to Reverend Jane
and her team of volunteers at St Nicholas' Church who organised activities and a blessing for our
youngest children.

At the Primary base, year groups took it in turn to learn about the Christingle, make their own and then
worship together singing the Christingle song. Children also had the opportunity to make a Christmas
star decoration which is hanging in St Mary's Church.






Read with your child at Dunbury- open morning

Thank you to all of the parents who were able to join us last week for the phonics/reading open
morning.

In Early Years, the children enjoyed interactive activities with their adults which enabled the children to
proudly demonstrate their reading and early writing skills. We were delighted to receive positive
feedback on how valuable you found having the opportunity to come into school to share the joy of
early reading with your child and see them engage with the provision.

In KS1 (Oak class), the children really enjoyed the opportunity to share their reading skills with their
parents and peers. It was lovely to see such deep engagement and a true love for reading.

In KS2, parents learned the different reading techniques we use in school, such as echo and choral
reading, as well as having an opportunity to read individually with their child.

Thank you for all the positive feedback. We can't wait to share more opportunities for adults to come
into school and engage in other valuable activities.



Domvs Writing competition

Last month we launched a writing competition across the school, sponsored by Domvs Estate Agent in
Dorchester. We recently received fabulous news that Esme (Y6) has reached the shortlist of the final 5
story competition winners! There were 124 entries from various local schools and she is in for one of the
top prizes to be presented at a special event in January by Lord Fellowes! Well done, Esme and all of our
writers! Our budding authors who entered were:

Albert Y
Anna B
BellaB
ClaraD
Esme S

We look forward to sharing the outcome of the award ceremony in January.



Smartphone survey

Thank you for your engagement with our Smartphone survey. 90% of respondents have worries about
smartphone use and social media for their child, either now or in the future. Mental health issues such
as anxiety and depression, online bullying, access to inappropriate content and predatory online
behaviour from strangers came up as the greatest causes for concern. 98% of respondents said they
would feel better supported to tackle child smartphone and social media use if the Blandford schools
network took a stronger stance. A more detailed breakdown of the results will follow in the new year,
along with our next steps as a school.

Staff News

From January, Miss O'Brien hands over to Mr. Holland in Year 5 in preparation for her maternity leave. If
Miss O'Brien is still feeling up to it, she will be in school tying up loose ends until mid January but babies
don't tend to stick to the best laid plans so we will take this opportunity to wish her well and look
forward to either seeing her for a couple more weeks in January or seeing her on her return from
maternity leave!

We are sorry to see Ms Baker leave us at the end of the first week of January. Ms Baker has been a
pleasure to work with and we wish her all the very best. We are looking forward to welcoming one of
our DSAT colleagues, Mrs Cleeves, who will be stepping in to help us for the first few weeks of term.



This week, we celebrated and gave thanks for the 21 years that Mrs. Fisher has given to Dunbury. Mrs
Fisher is retiring from her Teaching Assistant role and has touched the lives of hundreds of children. As a
huge part of the community, she will be sorely missed, although we hope to convince her to become a
volunteer reader and keep her connection with the school.

FODA news

As always, a huge thank you to FODA for supporting the school festivities with refreshments and for the
successful events this term. We are all very grateful for your time and efforts and we have had lots of
fun this term with the events!

The Christmas fair and the wreath workshop made a total of £1100, along with over £100 for
refreshments - what an incredible amount raised by you all! We are gradually making progress towards
our ambitious goal of large outdoor play equipment and an outdoor shelter in the junior playground.



Key Dates

Monday 5th January - INSET day (preschool also closed on this day)

Tuesday 6th January - Children return to school

Monday 19th January - KS2 Maths workshop for parents and carers
Wednesday 21st January - EY and KS1 Maths workshop for parents and carers
Friday 13th February - last day of half term

Monday 23rd February - Children return to school

Wednesday 4th March - whole school community learning day at Dunbury Primary (World Book
Day)

Monday 23rd March and Tuesday 24th March 2026 - Parents evenings

Wednesday 25th March whole school community learning day at Dunbury Primary (World Faiths
Day)

Friday 27th March- last day of term
Monday 13th April - INSET day

Tuesday 14th April - children return to school

Wishing you a very happy and peaceful Christmas,

Mrs Richardson

Headteacher



