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Whole School Reminders £
“Strength in difference, together we are one, together we fly high.” ’,}-
A
Welcome back to the Spring term! We hope you had a good Christmas break ready for the new term. Each half
term we focus on a different part of our vision; this half term our focus is “together in our community”. When
we explore this in collective worship, we aim to provide opportunities for children to reflect upon how they can
have an impact on others and how others can have an impact upon them.

Attendance: Whole school attendance: 96%.

Reading: Don’t forget to hear your child between 3 and 5 times a week. If you are struggling to fit this in, or
you’re not sure how to support your child with their reading, please contact your child’s teacher.

Things to remember:
Monday 19 January 2026: Parents' Maths Workshop KS2 9:00 — 9:30
Wednesday 215t January 2026: Parents' Maths Workshop: KS1 9:00 — 9:30 / EY 11:00 —-11:30

Please ensure your child has a warm waterproof coat in school every day!

Beech Class Reception

Welcome back! It has been lovely to hear all the children's stories about their Christmas holidays. They have come
back with lots of curiosity and excitement about our new topic 'Let's Explore!'

Curriculum

Phonics: We have now moved onto reading story books! The children will be bringing home their first reading
book today. They will have the same book for a week, but please try to ensure that the children read it for at least
3 reads. Children love to re-read texts, but as adults we are often keen for them to move on. Repeated reads
builds confidence and fluency. Please ensure all reads are recorded so that | can see how much practice children
are getting and how confident they are.

Maths: This week we have been playing lots of dice and counting games. This builds number confidence and
subitising skills.

Things to remember: PE kits need to be back in school this week. Please know that | have brought the kits inside
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Oak Class Year 1 and 2

What a fantastic start! Oak class have settled back into school like superstars and are really enjoying exploring our
new topics (The Sun in Science, Explorers in History, Architecture in DT and British Values in PSHE).

Phonics: Year 1 have learnt 'ai' and 'ow' (brown cow) while Year 2 are continuing longer words and place names.

Writing: We have started our new book 'The Storm Whale' and are exploring complex sentences - building
towards writing our own animal stories later in the half-term.

Maths: Year 1 have begun to explore 3D shapes (please look out for these around the house) while Year 2
are continuing with using number bonds to 10 in larger addition/subtraction problems.

Things to remember: Even as the weather gets colder, we are still doing Forest School on Fridays — please ensure
your child has appropriate clothing (coat, hat, scarf, long sleeves/trousers). Thank you If you have any questions,
please use the class email address: oak@dunbury.dsat.org.uk




Cherry Class Year

Cherry have come back after the Christmas break full of eagerness to learn and | am so impressed! They really
enojoyed swimming and next week their lessons will start properly.

Curriculum

Reading: We have been reading King Midas and the Golden Touch. We have explored the vocabulary and moral
behind the story. This will be our model text for writing next week.

Writing: In writing we have been learning how to vary the length of sentences in our writing to add dramatic
effect and keep the writing interesting.

Maths: Subtraction using the adding on method. When the minuend and subtrahend are close in value then we
can just add on from the subtrahend to find the difference. E.g. 21 -19=2s019 + 2 = 21.

Things to remember: Homework will be set on Monday.

Elm Class Year 4

It is so lovely to have EIm class back; they have got stuck back into their learning and have picked up well from
where we left off before Christmas. They enjoyed their first swimming session too.

Curriculum

Reading: We have been reading the story of King Midas and the Golden Touch this week and looking at the vocab
and moral. We will use this story next week in our writing.

Writing: In writing we have been looking at how a writer mixes different length sentences in their writing and
what happens if they don't.

Maths: We have been continuing to look at the relationship between the 3 and 6 times tables. We are now
learning two new times table facts per week towards completing all our tables.

Things to remember: Keep up with regular reading and practice of times tables — use Hit the Button to help.
Homework is on Century. Class email address: eim@dunbury.dsat.org.uk

Golden Willow Class Year 5

A warm welcome to our families as we return to school for the start of spring term. | am Mr Holland and am
excited to be teaching Golden Willow for the duration of Miss O'Brien's maternity leave. The children have
already made an excellent impression, and I'm looking forward to meeting parents and carers in the near future.

Reading: We have been reading a model text called 'Journey to the River Sea' which links to our focus on voyage
and return narratives.

Writing: This week has seen a focus on grammar, learning coordinate and subordinate conjunctions. Spelling was
a focus on words ending with —ant/-ent, -ance/-ence and —ancy/-ency. Word list: observant, observance,
hesitant, hesitancy, innocent and decency.

Maths: We continue looking at short division, developing our understanding of exchange of remaining tens.

Things to remember: Please continue to encourage your children to read and feel free to revise the spellings
above. No Century homework this week. If you need anything, do not hesitate to get in touch
at goldenwillow@dunbury.dsat.org.uk. Our PE days will be Monday and Thursday.

Scots Pine Class Year 6
It has been great to welcome Scots Pine back this week. We have hit the ground running with a busy week.
Curriculum

Reading: We have been focusing on a Voyage and Return text in line with our writing, using a range of our
reading strategies to help us understand the text.

Writing: This week we have been revising our co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions as well as learn how
tenses can be written using simple, perfect, continuous and perfect continuous tenses.

Maths: We have been looking at short and long multiplication, using our formal written method and breaking
down problem solving questions to identify the equation.

Things to remember: Homework is due every Monday and PE is on Mondays & Thursdays.

If you have any questions, please use the class email address: scotspine@dunbury.dsat.org.uk
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