
Week beginning 11th May 2026

th February 2026

Weekly communication

Whole school reminders

Strength in difference, together we are one, together we fly high.

The School Council advocated for ‘Being Heard’ this week by gathering whole school views and requests for what play 
equipment they would like purchased, and putting in their order with Mrs Richardson! They led a fantastic assembly to 
showcase the new equipment and remind everyone the expectations for respectful use.

Attendance: Whole school attendance: 96%. 

Reading: There are some gorgeous new books out – see this page for inspiration on your next read together at home! 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/best-new-books/ I’ve got my eyes on ‘Mammoth Rider’ by S J Poyton…

Blandford Library is open every week day and until 4pm on Saturdays. Your child should also be bringing home at least one 

book for pleasure, as well as their official school reading book. We need all books to be returned to school and not left under 

beds or forgotten at home as replacing multiple copies is expensive for schools. Thank you.

Children who read or engage with a close adult reading to them every day are proven to have a happier and more successful 

life. If there are any barriers preventing you from supporting this – we want to help! Let us know! Please read at least 3x a 

week with your child and record it in their reading record. 

Dates to remember:

WC 11th May: Year 6 SATs week.  

Wednesday 20th May: Community learning day: Art.

Beech Class Reception 

This week we have embraced Spring and chosen different mediums to create pictures of bluebells. The children 
have also been identifying other wild plants and flowers that they know in our Forest School, such as Dandelion, 

Daisy and Buttercup. We have also made some wild art to celebrate the 100th birthday of David Attenborough and 

learnt a little bit about his passion for the natural world.

Curriculum

Phonics: We have changed reading books, so please remember to enjoy 3 reads together (or more!) over the next 

week. We have now learnt all set 1 and 2 sounds. I have noted in your child's reading diary if there are any sounds 

which are not secure.

Maths: This week, we have been learning that numbers from 6-10 are made from '5 and a bit'. The children have 

also been learning to represent these numbers in different ways on a 10-frame.

Things to remember- As our topic this half term is 'traditional tales', ask your child which is their favourite story or 
character. We have taught the children that these stories are passed down through the generations, and that these 

stories are well known, so do share your favourite with your child too. 

If you have any queries or concerns, please contact me at beech@dunbury.dsat.org.uk.

Oak Class Year 1 and 2

In Science, we explored paper and cardboard, thinking about their properties and suitability for different purposes, 
in preparation for more complicated, fun experiments over the next few weeks. In History, we have continued to 
learn about Mary Anning and the impact her discoveries had on the scientific community, especially Charles 
Darwin. We have finished our PSHE topic by thinking about affirmations and how we can encourage other people.

Phonics: Year 1 have learnt "are" and "aw" while Year 2 are focusing on polysyllabic word reading. 

Writing:  We have started writing our non-chronological reports about Mary Anning and her discoveries, taking 
care to include questions, fun facts and different paragraphs to interest our readers. The children will be bringing 
copies of their reports home next week to share their learning with you.

Maths: Year 2 are enjoying their division topic, learning about the relationship between division and 
multiplication, while Year 1 have begun exploring numbers between 11 and 20.

Things to remember: Your child will be coming home with their lines for our Class Assembly (Friday 22nd May) - 
please help them learn these. Your child should still be reading their phonics books 3x weekly in addition to any 
other reading, these reads need to be recorded in their yellow reading record. Have a lovely weekend!
Our class email address is oak@dunbury.dsat.org.uk 
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Cherry Class Year 3

This week Cherry  have had a packed week, carrying out a science experiment, having a ukulele lesson (they now 
know 3 chords!) and a brilliant art lesson exploring the tone of colours in landscapes.

Reading: This was the final week of 'The Wild Robot'. Again, we have looked at the deeper meaning of the text 

and tried to understand the thoughts and feelings of both the robot and the animals that live in the wilderness.

Writing: We have revisited direct and reported speech. Direct is - Roz said, "I need to climb this cliff to be safe." 

Reported speech is, "Roz said that she needed to climb the cliff to be safe".

Maths: The children have been exploring fractions of wholes. Looking at the whole and part. The whole is divided 
into ____ equal/unequal parts.

Things to remember:  Please bring the ukuleles in on Wednesday so that they are ready to tune for the lesson on 

Thursday. Remember to complete the homework nuggets.

Elm Class Year 4

Elm had a great day on Wednesday with Trees for Dorset. They thoroughly enjoyed finding plants and signs of 
animal life in our hedgerows and in the woods. We also enjoyed a picnic lunch while we were out. Once we were 

back the children drew food webs.

Reading: We have continued with 'The Wild Robot' and have seen Roz getting herself to a place she considers 

safe. We have looked at Roz's character this week and the vocabulary in the text.

Writing: This week we have been looking at spoken and standard English and also changing from direct to 

reported speech. We also changed spoken English in speech to reported speech in standard English.

Maths: We have started learning fractions this week. Looking at what is the whole and what is part of the whole. 

We have learnt all our times tables facts and are now just trying to recall them as quickly as possible.

Things to remember: Homework is on Century. Please keep up reading and sending in the reading record 

books. Ukuleles back on Wednesday, please. Our class email address is elm@dunbury.dsat.org.uk.  

 

Scots Pine Class Year 6

In Science this week, the children learnt about the reproductive cycles of birds and amphibians. In History, we 

investigated photos from the 'Battle of Britian,' to understand why air superiority was so important to Hitler's 

plans for invasion. 

Reading: We have continued reading our new text, 'Resist' by Tom Palmer – an excellent WW2 text that links to 

our History learning over the next six weeks.

Writing: We have been revising key grammar and punctuation skills in preparation for our SATs. 

Maths: We have been revising fractions, adding, subtracting, dividing and multiplying fractions including a range 

of reasoning questions.

Things to remember: Next week is SATs week. Please ensure children attend school every day. Breakfast club is 

from 8-8.30am each morning. Reading club is on Monday, Maths club is on Tuesday. Please let me know if 

your child is attending any of the sessions.

If you have any questions, please use  the class email: scotspine@dunbury.dsat.org.uk

Golden Willow Class Year 5

In Science this week, the children learnt about the reproductive cycles of birds and amphibians. In History, we 
investigated photos from the 'Battle of Britian,' to understand why air superiority was so important to Hitler's 

plans for invasion. 

Reading: We have continued reading our text, 'Resist' by Tom Palmer – an excellent WW2 text that links to our 

History learning over these six weeks.

Writing: In our English lessons, we are progressing to writing a letter of complaint about the Highwayman's 

treatment. Linking to this, our focus has been on understanding the present perfect tense using has/ have before 

the past tense verb.

Maths: We continued learning about fractions and have explored how the place value of a decimal number, 

enables us to convert into fractions, which can then be simplified by finding common factors of the numerator 

and denominator. 

Things to remember:  Please continue to encourage your children to read. Pie Corbett makes some excellent 

suggestions of high-quality texts here. Homework has been set on Century and consolidates learning on 

equivalent fractions, as well as revisiting synonyms as a word type. PE will be Monday and Thursday in the 

summer term so please send children in PE kit on these days.  If you need anything, do not hesitate to get in 

touch at goldenwillow@dunbury.dsat.org.uk
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