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We are at the end of the Spring term and what a busy one it has been! The children have been 

working hard and have enjoyed many enrichment activities in addition to the curriculum.  



Strength in difference, together we are one, together we fly high 

 

In Collective Worship this half term we have focused on the part of our school vision 'Together 

in our World'. Our children passionately share the vision of our friends at Child of Hope School 

in Uganda ('Breaking Every Chain') and we are proud of their support to achieve this vision by 

raising £1260 for a sponsored walk, a real testament to our faith in action and our global 

citizenship. 

If you came to our Easter Service, you will have heard about our participation in Live Lent - 

instead of giving something up, we wanted to give something that would have an impact on our 

world. Children's pledges ranged from keeping the school tidy, to being a good sport in football 

which would increase enjoyment for everybody. 

World Book Day 2026 

 



We had such a wonderful day celebrating World Book Day this year. Everyone had made such an 

effort with their costumes including the adults with their theme: witches and wizards! Activities 

throughout the day including a visit to The Treehouse Theatre Company with Ben as our lead 

story teller. This is an interactive storytelling activity with opportunities for the children to take 

part throughout. We are very grateful to the Village Hall committee who organised an activity in 

their newly open library and all the children visited the Usborne Book Fair. It was lovely to have 

the chance for the children to read with each other and to see our Year 5 and 6 children reading 

stories to the younger children.  

 

 



 

Children's Mental Health Week  

 

https://youtu.be/x4Xo_sZoHTw


 

 

 

Children’s Mental Health Week 2026 focused on the theme This Is My Place, highlighting the 

importance of belonging and feeling safe, valued, and included. We celebrated this across the 

school through collective worship and a dedicated PSHE lesson, giving pupils time to reflect on 

their wellbeing and sense of connection. In Years 5 and 6, pupils created “belonging maps,” 

identifying the people, places, and activities that help them feel like they truly belong. 



Children as leaders  

Research shows that when children have responsibility, they flourish. At Dunbury we have been 

focusing on opportunities for children to lead in certain areas - school council, reading buddies, 

gardening club and play leaders are all roles we would like to see YOUR child going for! 

We are lucky to have two enthusiastic groups of playleaders this year. We have one group of 

year 5 running lunchtime activities and a group of year 6 playleaders running activities on a 

different day. They have taken the initiative to run weekly challenges and each week they kindly 

hand-make certificates for the younger participants! This makes us so proud! 

 



 

 

1 - Our KS2 Gardening Club leaders have made a great start to our 'School Beautification Project' and have created a peaceful 
garden at the bottom of the playground.  

If you have any cuttings/seeds/plants to donate, please reach out so we can help transform our school grounds. 



 

2 - Before and After. 

 

Our School Council has been actively discussing ways to improve our school, focusing on ideas 

that will benefit everyone in our community. The council led a collective worship where they 

promoted the importance of leadership. They explained that being a good leader is not about 

working alone, but about teamwork, responsibility, and supporting others.  



More writing success! 

 

It's a good year for writing success at Dunbury! Not long after our winners proudly attended the 

DOMVS award ceremony in Dorchester, we now have children in Year 6 whose story writing 

competition entries have been selected for publication in the Young Writers' competition 2026 

book! We will be so excited to see their works in print; well done to all the children for their 

efforts and showing our value of courage to give it a shot. 



Year 4 football tournament 

 

On Tuesday 24th March a team of year 4 footballers went to Archbishop Wake School, to play in 

a football tournament against other Blandford Schools. They played 8 games and had a really 

enjoyable morning using their value of courage and showing super sportsmanship.  



Keeping children safe 

 

This term we had a fantastic opportunity to welcome visitors in to school to discuss a 

'Smartphone free childhood'. It was great to discuss the fast paced evolution of technology and 

the impact this has on children. It was important to explore limiting screen time, keeping 

phones out of bedrooms at night time to resist the temptation to sit and scroll, and how we 

need to be more present in real life (IRL!). Spending time with friends, being outside and 

developing other skills and interests allows children to improve their mental health and well-

being.  

Don't forget, after Easter children won't be bringing Smart phones or watches to school.  



 

Staff news 

Many of you will know that Miss O'Brien had a baby girl in February and she is settling in well. 

Congratulations from us all! 

We finally set our lovely Mrs Arnold free to enjoy her retirement! Mrs Arnold supported for 

many years at lunch times and we are really grateful for her care, attention and sense of fun. 

She demonstrated impressive skipping skills for us all in her goodbye assembly! 

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Fountain and Mrs Hargrave to the lunch team. We also 

welcome Miss Kennett who is supporting in classrooms across the school. We are very lucky to 

have such a fabulous, caring and dedicated team.  



FODA news 

 

A big thank you for all your help and support with our recent fundraising events.  The cake sale 

on World Book Day raised a fabulous £138 and Wednesday's bingo another £391.  We enjoyed 

judging the entries for this year's Decorate an Easter Egg competition and want to congratulate 

all the children for making such an effort and creating some truly fabulous works of art. 

The Dunbury summer fair will be held on Saturday 27 June on the sports field at Dunbury 

Primary, so fingers crossed for good weather!  If you think you might be able to help with 

preparations in the run-up to the event, or on the day, please do get in touch.  We need as 

much support as possible if we're to continue raising much-needed funds for the children. 

In fact, we're desperately in need of some more performers on the day so if you, your children 

or a family member are part of a group or in a band and might be interested in putting on a 

display, again, please do get in touch as soon as you can. 

Thank you for your ongoing support  - we couldn't have done it without you. 

mailto:FODAchair@dunbury.dsat.org.uk
mailto:FODAchair@dunbury.dsat.org.uk


 

3 - Keep going with those Tesco tokens PLEASE! 

Key Dates 

 

• Monday 13 April: Staff training day. 

• Tuesday 14 April: Children return to school. 

• Monday 4 May: May bank holiday. 

• Friday 22 May: Last day of half term. 

• Monday 1 June: Staff training day. 

• Tuesday 2 June: Children return to school. 

• Wednesday 3 - Friday 5 June: Cumulus residential trip for Year 6. 

• Thursday 11 June: Year 6 leavers' service at Salisbury Cathedral. 

• Wednesday 8 - Friday 10 July: Leeson House residential trip for Year 4. 

• Wednesday 15 July: Whole school sports day. 

• Wednesday 22 July: Last day of term. 

Thank you for all your support, warmth and care. Wishing you a wonderful Easter break, 

Mrs Richardson 

Headteacher 
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