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The first half of the spring term may have brought us a lot of rain but at Dunbury we have 

already made a happy and successful start to 2026!  



Year 5 Netball Tournament 

 

On Thursday 5th February, a squad of Year 5 pupils proudly represented Dunbury Academy in a 

local Year 5/6 netball tournament. The team competed against schools including Pimperne, 

Durweston, Downlands and Spetisbury and showed fantastic determination, teamwork and 

sportsmanship throughout the event. Despite facing strong opposition, the children persevered, 

supported one another brilliantly and were rewarded with a magnificent goal. They were a real 

credit to the school, and we are incredibly proud of the way they represented Dunbury 

Academy. Well done to all who took part! 



Child of Hope sponsored walk 

 

"Strength in Difference - together we are one, together we fly high" 

It was wonderful to link up with the Child of Hope School, in Uganda this week. We had a video 

call with the school as part of our collective worship. The Ugandan children sang us a song and 

we all asked and answered questions that gave us an insight into each others' lives. It was a very 

humbling moment to hear the Ugandan children telling us about their school vision: 'Breaking 

every chain.' Primary education is not free in Uganda and public services are not very accessible. 

Many of the children we saw thriving at the Child of Hope school this week walk home to the 

slums and often they are hungry in the school holidays.  

Our children then spent the morning writing letters to children in Uganda and learning more 

about their school community. 

As part of our support, our children have completed a 3 mile sponsored walk. Please try to 

support as much as you can to help the children in our global community break free of the 



chains of poverty and get an education that could lead to them setting up their own businesses 

and improving their own community. 

Sponsor forms should have come home with the children, and we kindly ask that any sponsor 

money is returned after half term. Thank you so much - this is very close to all our hearts. 

 

More winning writers! 

It's a good year for writing success at Dunbury! Not long after our winners proudly attended the 

DOMVS award ceremony in Dorchester, we now have children in Year 6 whose story writing 

competition entries have been selected for publication in the Young Writers' competition 2026 

book! We will be so excited to see their works in print; well done to all the children for their 

efforts and showing our value of courage to give it a shot. 



New Mud Kitchen 

 

We cannot express enough thanks to Jason Read for making this wonderful mud kitchen for Oak 

class's outdoor area! It has been specially engraved for the school and is truly unique, showing 

just what a fabulous, supportive group of parents we are lucky to have. We promise to look 

after it and have lots of messy fun! 

 



Keeping children safe - Internet Safety Week 

 

On Tuesday 10th of February, it was 'Safer Internet Day'. This year we explored Smart tech, safe 

choices – Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI’. 

Here is a good guide for parents and carers to keep children safe online, especially knowing how 

to use parental controls: https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers 

Please ask your child what they learned and discussed as part of Safer Internet Day. The children 

developed a good understanding of how AI and smart tools are used online, and how to make 

sensible and safe decisions when using it. Across the school, each year group took part in an 

age-appropriate PSHE or computing lesson linked to online safety. As technology continues to 

develop and children become more independent online, it is vital that conversations about 

staying safe online continue both at school and at home. Safer Internet Day provides a valuable 

opportunity to talk with your child about being kind online, making safe choices, and knowing 

what to do if something doesn’t feel right.  

You may also find this a helpful time for some digital spring cleaning at home — checking 

parental controls and privacy settings (which can sometimes change following updates), 

reviewing the apps and games your child can access, and adding passwords or restrictions 

where needed. By working together, we can help children build the confidence and skills they 

need to stay safe in the digital world. 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers


SEND news 

 

I am really pleased to let you know that Mrs Stoker has taken on the role of whole school 

SENDCo. I am very grateful to both Mrs Stoker and Miss Turner who have both played 

supportive roles in the school's inclusion team. Inclusion isn't just about having learning needs 

or disabilities. It is about making sure that any vulnerability at any stage in a child's life does not 

disadvantage them. Inclusion is about equity, not equality. We are proud that the children 

understand that each child will be given what they need to succeed (as in the second picture 

above), not just 'what everyone else gets' (as in the first picture). A reminder that if your child is 

on the SEND register or if you have growing concerns which may indicate a developing special 

educational need, discuss it with your child's class teacher first. We use a graduated response 

to need which begins with a universal offer of quality first teaching, so the teacher will need to 

be very clear on any potential barriers to learning, communicating or socialising. If further joint 

work is needed, do contact Mrs Stoker on send@dunbury.dsat.org.uk and copy the class email 

address in, to keep them in the loop. 

mailto:send@dunbury.dsat.org.uk


Uniform  

 

Coats in the picture modelled by our lovely Mrs Collins, who, in her spare time, is a mobile coat 

rack! 

Seriously, this is just a fraction of the huge amount of lost property we currently have at the 

primary site and I'm afraid we can't keep forever. There are so many un-named garments 

unlikely to ever be rightly claimed. Do come in at pick up on Fridays if you can and have a 

rummage (the box is usually placed in the playground, unless raining). Please email your class 

teacher if you want your child to look for lost items - we want them to take responsibility for 

looking after all their belongings, so while we can't do the hunting for them we can certainly 

encourage them to look.  

Just a reminder to keep a check on what is worn to school please. A nice simple dress code 

helps reduce distractions.  

• Any long hair must be tied or clipped back and off the face. Keep hair accessories plain 

and simple, please 



• No nail varnish / no drawing on hands, please 

• No jewellery, including necklaces, bracelets or rings, please 

• No smart watches, please 

• No trainers unless a reason is given by parent why black school shoes cannot be worn, 

please 

• No deliberately ripped holes or cuts in garments, please. And thank you! 

FODA news 

 

The next FODA meeting will be held on Saturday 21st February at The Greyhound, in 

Winterborne Kingston, from 7pm.This will be to start planning our summer fair, which will be 

held on Saturday 27th June. 

Please email fodachair@dunbury.dsat.org.uk if you can attend. All are welcome and it would be 

great to see some new faces. 

FODA are kindly raising funds towards some large outdoor play equipment and an outdoor 

shelter in the primary playground. Don't forget those blue Tesco tokens, too - in Blandford! 

Thanks 



 

Key Dates 

• Monday 23rd February - children return for Spring 2 

• Tuesday 3rd March - 4-5pm Books at Bedtime 

• Wednesday 4th March - whole school community learning day at Dunbury Primary 

(World Book Day). Book sale and cake sale at 3.15pm 

• Friday 20th March - non school uniform day in exchange for a chocolate prize for Bingo 

• Monday 23rd March and Tuesday 24th March  -  Parents evenings 

• Wednesday 25th March- whole school community learning day at Dunbury Primary 

(World Faiths Day), finishing with a 1.45pm Easter Service in St Mary's Church - all 

welcome. 

• Wednesday 25th March 5.00 Easter Bingo 

• Friday 27th March Last day of Spring Term (children return on Tuesday 14th April) 

Thank you for all your support, warmth and care. Wishing you a wonderful week, 

Mrs Richardson 

Headteacher 
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