
Week beginning 20th April 2026

th February 2026

Weekly communication

Whole school reminders

Strength in difference, together we are one, together we fly high.

It has been lovely to welcome everyone back. This term is packed with lots of enrichment activities as our children 
go on their residentials and trips, we hold our community arts learning day, and Year 6 take part in all their 
leavers' activities.

This half term we focus on the “Be Heard” part of our vision. At Dunbury, we want to develop every child’s unique 
voice through broadening their language, developing good listening skills and building an understanding of how to 
treat others with kindness and respect.  We want our children to be able to communicate in a variety of ways to 
get their message across powerfully and politely. They will learn how to be a Literate Lark and an Aspirational 
Avocet. 

Attendance: Whole school attendance: 96%. 

Reading: Your child will have greater success in life if they read at home for pleasure! Reading to and with your 

child is the biggest thing we ask, even if only for a few minutes each day. They might be reluctant, but build that 
daily habit over time and it will really pay off! Please read at least 3x a week with your child and record it in their 

reading record. Share stories with your child as well as hearing them read.

Dates to remember:

WC 11th May: Year 6 SATs week.  Parent information evening Monday 27th April 17:30.

Wednesday 20th May: Community learning day: Art.

Beech Class Reception 

Welcome back!  It has been lovely to welcome the children back with smiling faces, eager to share what they got 
up to over the holidays. This week we have started our new topic of Fairy Tales. We have talked about how these 

stories are told to children each generation.

Curriculum

Phonics: We have changed reading books, so please remember to enjoy 3 reads together (or more!) over the next 

week. We have now learnt all set 1 and 2 sounds. The children will be assessed on their knowledge of these 

sounds next week. Please ensure that your child is confident with them and practise the sounds that are on your 

child's key chain in their reading diary.

Maths: This week, we have been learning strategies to count objects which cannot be moved.  See if your child 

can recall them.

Things to remember- I have been in touch with you if we do not have your child's PE kit in school this term. 
Please ensure it is in school next week as it means children can move on apparatus more safely if they are 

wearing appropriate clothing. Thank you and have a nice weekend!

Oak Class Year 1 and 2

Welcome back! We have really enjoyed sharing our holiday adventures and catching-up with our friends.  We 
have started our new topic in History (Mary Anning) ready for our school trip to Lyme Regis later this half -term. 
We have also been thinking about our mental health in PSHE and using technology to create music in our 
combined computing/music sessions. Overall, it has been a busy, happy week in KS1!

Phonics: Year 1 have learnt "ure" and "tion" while Year 2 are continuing to apply their phonics knowledge to 
trickier texts and stories. 

Writing: We learnt the days of the week (as Year 2 now need to write the long date in their books) and explored 
our new story 'Peter and the Wolf' with role-play and drama.

Maths: Year 2 are learning about doubles (up to 20) while Year 1 are exploring number bonds to 10. 

Things to remember: Please ensure that your child is safely dressed for our Forest School sessions on Fridays. This 
might be long sleeves/trousers or suncream/sunhats depending on the weather each week. P.E. will remain on 
Mondays and Wednesdays this half-term. Thank you. Our class email address is oak@dunbury.dsat.org.uk 

mailto:oak@dunbury.dsat.org.uk


Cherry Class Year 3

I have been so impressed with how well the children have come in this week. They have been respectful, hard-
working and resilient. They had a wonderful time on their last swimming day, which included inflatables!

Reading: We are enjoying one of my favourite books, 'The Wild Robot'. It is filled with beautiful descriptions and 

vocabulary.

Writing: This week is SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) week, so we have been focusing on singular 

possession apostrophes, subordinating conjunctions and commas, in a list.

Maths: This week we are continuing to focus on the 4 and 8 times tables. If you can practise at home using 'hit the 
button', that would be great.

Things to remember:  Now that swimming has ended, we are back to PE on Wednesdays, so please make sure the 

children are wearing their PE kits. Homework will start next week.

Elm Class Year 4

Elm have settled back into the school routine really well this week, and it is lovely to see them. They enjoyed their 
final swim on Wednesday and we have had fun learning the French names for different fruit this week too.

Reading: We have started the story, 'The Wild Robot' and have read the first chapter. We have looked at the 

vocabulary and discussed what we learn from what we have read.

Writing: We have been trying to 'upgrade' our vocabulary this week by picking the best words we can for a 

sentence and also thinking about how the words we use change how the character might be feeling.

Maths: We have been considering what happens when a factor or the dividend is 10 or 100 times bigger. For 
example, we know 3 x 5 = 15, but if it is 30 x 5 = 150, or 150 divided by 3 = 50. We have also practiced 4 x 9 and 4 

x 5.

Things to remember: Homework is on Century. Please keep up reading and sending in the reading record books. 

Next week it will PE on Monday and Wednesday as there are no more swimming lessons.  Our class email address 
is elm@dunbury.dsat.org.uk.  

 

Scots Pine Class Year 6

It has been lovely to welcome Year 6 back after the Easter break. We have had a great PE lesson on rounders and 
enjoyed starting to look at our history topic on the Battle of Britain.

Reading: We have begun reading our new text for the half-term, 'Resist' by Tom Palmer – a WW2 text that links 

to our History learning over the next six weeks.

Writing: We have been looking at genres of narrative, specifically Mr Men & Little Miss books. Understanding 

how writers create a character and how the characters personality is portrayed through speech.

Maths: We have been looking at ratio and proportion of amounts with two and three variables.

Things to remember: Please ensure homework is completed and brought in on Monday morning for us to go 

through as a class. If you have any questions, please use  the class email: scotspine@dunbury.dsat.org.uk

Golden Willow Class Year 5

A huge welcome back for the summer term! Children have impressed us this week with their hard work and 
efforts, especially in terms of our renewed push on quality of presentation at Dunbury Academy. Well done to all 

for such a positive start!

Reading: We have begun reading our new text for the half-term, 'Resist' by Tom Palmer – an excellent WW2 text 

that links to our History learning over the next six weeks.

Writing: Year 5 have been introduced to the poem, 'The Highwayman,' which we will use as inspiration to write 

our own character descriptions. Linking to this, we have practised grammar and punctuation skills, working on 

using expanded noun phrases to describe appearance and personality. 

Maths: We have progressed from using repeated addition to solve fraction problems to multiplying fractions by 

whole numbers. Children have learnt about improper fractions and how these can be converted to mixed 

numbers.

Things to remember:  Please continue to encourage your children to read. Pie Corbett makes some excellent 

suggestions of high-quality texts here. Homework has been set on Century and continues the focus on multiplying 

fractions by whole numbers and understanding expanded noun phrases. 

PE will be Monday and Thursday in the summer term so please send children in PE kit on these days.  If you 
need anything, do not hesitate to get in touch at goldenwillow@dunbury.dsat.org.uk

http://www.shop.scholastic.co.uk/reading-spine
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