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Week beginning 18th May 2026 -

Whole school reminders

Strength in difference, together we are one, together we fly high.

We are so proud of our Year 6 children, living our value of courage this week as they completed their SATs; they worked so
hard and were amazing. Thank you to all the staff who supported them and to the rest of the children at the Primary base who
lived our values of friendship and respect, ensuring that the school was a calm and quiet environment.

Next week we look forward to welcoming our Reception class to Dunbury Primary for our Community Arts Day. Work from the
day will be displayed in the school hall at the end of the day so please feel free to come and take a look!

Attendance: Whole school attendance: 96%.

Reading: We are so lucky to have access to two libraries in the local area. Winterborne Whitechurch Village Hall library and
Blandford Library. Check out the Blandford Library website for half term activities.

Children who read or engage with a close adult reading to them every day are proven to have a happier and more successful
life. If there are any barriers preventing you from supporting this — we want to help! Let us know! Please read at least 3x a
week with your child and record it in their reading record.

*Remember to order your hot school meals for after half term!
Dates to remember: Wednesday 20t May: Community Learning Art Day. Monday 15t June: INSET Day.

Spirituality: As we move through another busy week, we invite our school community to pause and notice the small moments of
wonder around us — a kind word, a shared smile, or the beauty of the changing season. These moments help us to reflect on what
truly matters and remind us to live out our values of friendship, trust courage and respect each day.

Beech Class (Preschool and Reception)

We are delighted to be adding our Preschool families to our weekly communication update. This document is used
to share a weekly summary of what the children have been learning during their week in school.

Curriculum
Phonics (Preschool): The children have been learning the picture cards for sounds k (kangaroo), e (egg), f (flower).

Phonics (Reception): We have changed reading books, so please remember to enjoy 3 reads together (or more!)
over the next week. We have now learnt all set 1 and 2 sounds. | have noted in your child's reading diary if there are
any sounds which are not secure.

Maths: In Preschool the children have been sequencing numbers to 1-5. In Reception, we have been learning
number bonds to 10. Please practise these at home to ensure that they are confident.

Things to remember: Next Wednesday, Preschool will remain open for Arts Day. Next Thursday afternoon, we are
welcoming our Preschool families into school to share their learning journals with their child and talk about their
favourite activities (see email regarding this from Mrs Stoker). Next Friday we will send home Reception PE kits to
wash over the half term.

If you have any queries or concerns, please contact me at beech@dunbury.dsat.org.uk.

Oak Class Years 1 and 2

In Science, we planned and conducted two experiments this week — one 'Float or Sink' experiment and the other
designing wind-resistant, waterproof dens at Forest School. In P.E. we have been continuing with athletics and
practicing lots of running, jumping and throwing and in R.E. we have been looking at Witness & Worship in
Christianity — how/where some Christians worship God.

Phonics: Year 1 have learnt "au" and "ue" while Year 2 are focusing on polysyllabic word reading and increasing
their 'words per minute' by learning red words by sight.

Writing: We have had lots of fun writing instructions for jam sandwiches, thinking about time words and bossy
verbs, which we hope to use as a base to make our own sandwiches next week.

Maths: Year 2 have started a new topic, looking at polygons and geometry, while Year 1 are exploring numbers
between 11 and 20, specifically the pattern of odd/even numbers.

Things to remember: Our class assembly is next Friday (22nd May) - please help your child learn their lines and we
look forward to seeing you there. As the weather gets hotter, please send your child to school with a hat, suncream
and water bottle — especially for Forest School on Fridays. Have a lovely weekend!

Our class email address is oak@dunbury.dsat.org.uk
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Cherry Class Year 3

Cherry has had a great time playing the ukulele with Mrs Eley and have learned a fantastic native Hawaiian song.
Again, the children have been exploring electrical circuits in Science and learning which materials conduct and
which insulate.

Reading: We have moved onto the classic novel, 'The Secret Garden'. The children have loved the drama of the
first chapter so far.

Writing: We have enjoyed learning our model text 'Jack and the Beanstalk'. We have interviewed Jack and his
mother, learning what their thoughts and feeling were about their adventure.

Maths: The children have been exploring fractions of wholes. Looking at the whole and part. The whole is divided
into____equal/unequal parts.

Things to remember: Please bring the ukuleles in on Wednesday so that they are ready to tune for the lesson on
Thursday. Remember to complete the homework nuggets.

Elm Class Year 4

Elm had a lovely time playing the ukulele outside this week. We have also been on a walk around the area close
to school to see if we could see evidence of sustainability for our Geography topic.

Reading: We started reading 'The Secret Garden' this week, looking at the vocabulary and understanding the
beginning of the story.

Writing: The children were detectives this week and used clues to work out which story we were starting. 'Jack
and the Beanstalk' is the story and we have also looked at features learnt last week within the story.

Maths: We have continued with fractions this week - comparing them and looking at plotting them on a number
line. We continue to practise our times tables and recalling them as quickly as possible.

Things to remember: Homework is on Century. Please keep up reading and sending in the reading record
books. Ukuleles back on Wednesday, please. Our class email address is eim@dunbury.dsat.org.uk.

Golden Willow Class Year 5

In Science this week, the children learnt about the reproductive cycle of insects (eggs, larva, pupa, adult). In RE,
we considered how Christians and Muslims bear witness to beliefs.

Reading: We have continued reading our text, 'Resist' by Tom Palmer — an excellent WW?2 text that links to our
History learning over these six weeks.

Writing: In our English lessons, we have learnt how to use the 'passive voice' and formal tone, in preparation for
writing a letter of complaint about the Highwayman. We have analysed a model complaint letter and highlighted
key genre-specific vocabulary and grammar structures.

Maths: We have started our new unit on angles, learning how to identify different types of angles; using this
knowledge to calculate missing angles, as well as measuring angles accurately using a protractor.

Things to remember: Please continue to encourage your children to read. Pie Corbett makes some excellent
suggestions of high-quality texts here. Homework has been set on Century and includes learning involving
identifying angles and studying antonyms as a word type. PE will be Monday and Thursday in the summer term
so please send children in PE kit on these days. If you need anything, do not hesitate to get in touch at
goldenwillow@dunbury.dsat.org.uk

Scots Pine Class Year 6

I am incredibly proud of all of Year 6 this week. They have worked hard in every test and should be proud of what
they have done.

Reading: We have continued reading our new text, 'Resist' by Tom Palmer — an excellent WW?2 text that links to
our History learning over the next six weeks.

Writing: We have been revising modal verbs and parenthesis in preparation for writing a balanced argument
next week.

Maths: We have been revising fractions, percentages, long multiplication and long division.
Things to remember: Next week | will send information regarding the residential which is straight after half term.

If you have any questions, please use the class email: scotspine@dunbury.dsat.org.uk
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