Strength in difference, together we are one,
together we fly high.
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Whole school reminders

“Strength in difference, together we are one, together we fly high.”

Welcome back to Spring 2! The bit of sunshine we have seen this week, along with the bulbs and blossom, is
really making it feel like spring is here. This half term is full of exciting opportunities as we celebrate World Book
Day and Faith Day as a whole school. This means that our Reception children will be joining the older children on
these days (please see information letters for more details).

Our focus this half term is around ‘together in our world’. We want our children to see themselves as custodians
of God’'s world and environment. We aim to do this through providing opportunities to explore our responses to
the wonder of the natural world and human creativity and investigate the human impact on the natural
environment, recognising cause and effect.

Attendance: Whole school attendance: 96%.

Reading: In this Year of Reading we are keen to promote good reading habits with our children. As well as hearing
your child read, don’t forget to read to them!

Things to remember: 4t March: World Book Day celebrations.
Week commencing 23 March: Parent/carer meetings - booking information to follow.

Please follow the link to our school calendar to look further ahead: school calendar

Beech Class Reception

We have loved hearing about your child's half term fun. This week the children have been learning about Chinese
New Year. They found China on a world map and made some Chinese dragons. We had fun making them dance to
music! The children were also interested in finding out about different shapes in the Chinese alphabet, and how
they differ to our own. The children explored drawing some of these shapes — look on our Facebook page for a
glimpse into some of their wonderful crafts.

Curriculum

Phonics: We have changed reading books today, so please remember to enjoy 3 reads together (or more!) over
the next week.

Maths: This week we have been learning about 'one more' and 'one less'. We have used a number-line to explore
that 'more' means that the numbers increase and 'less' means the numbers decrease.

Things to remember: We will be sending some more maths activities home on Monday. Look out for them in
your child's book bag.

In the meantime, thank you for all the sponsorship donations from the Child of Hope walk.

Oak Class Year 1 and 2

Welcome back! It has been lovely to hear all your exciting adventures. This week, we went on a walk around
school to look for the first signs of spring and had lots of fun dissecting daffodils to explore the different parts of a
plant. We also started our programming topic in Computing with some Bee-Bots treasure maps.

Phonics: Year 1 have learnt "kn" and "ph" while Year 2 are consolidating their current knowledge.

Writing: We started the week with a visit from some fluffy visitors (Arctic/Antarctic animals) and created
adjective word maps. Then Year 2 explored the '-ly' suffix while Year 1 cemented their foundational writing skills.

Maths: Year 1 are investigating how numbers are made from other numbers and the diverse ways we can write
these equations while Year 2 are exploring the 2- and 10-times tables.

Things to remember: Forest School continues Fridays — please ensure your child is appropriately dressed in
waterproofs, coats, and long trousers. Please use the class email address oak@dunbury.dsat.org.uk
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Cherry Class Year 3

Welcome back. This week we've been noticing the first signs of spring, with the sun finally shining and the frogs
active in our school pond. In DT we have been exploring nightlights to get inspiration for our own designs.

Reading: We have been enjoying Roald Dahl's alternative take on Cinderella.

Writing: | have been impressed with the children's effort in writing. They have been correctly identifying and
punctuating direct speech.

Maths: The children are working hard learning the column addition strateg, making sure they line up the place
values and adding from the right-hand side.

Things to remember: Next Wednesday is World Book Day - the book fair will be making an appearance so please
come in after school and take a look.

Please continue to encourage your children to read. Homework has also been set on Century.

Elm Class Year 4

EIm had a great time this week evaluating different night lights. We considered both the function as well as the
look of each light and how it worked.

Reading: We have been reading the poem 'Cinderella’ from Roald Dahl's revolting rhymes. We are looking
forward to seeing what the twist will be in this version, as we are only at the start of the poem. Ask us for our
ideas. We have been looking at the vocabulary and answering questions in the part read so far.

Writing: We have been practising using speech punctuation in our writing this week as well as learning the past
progressive tense. This is where you say: 'He was swimming' for example. It uses was / were and the verb-ing.

Maths: We have been redistributing numbers to help find others. For example, if we aren't sure of 8 x 6, we can
split the 8 into 3 and 5 and then multiply each part by 6. We continued with our times table practice too.

Things to remember: Homework is on Century (late this week, my apologies). Please keep up reading and sending
in the reading record books. Our class email address is elm@dunbury.dsat.org.uk.

Golden Willow Class Year 5

This week, we celebrated 'Children's Mental Health Week', where we created our 'Sense of Belonging' maps
(depicting all the important things in our lives that make us feel this way). In RE we learnt about Pentecost and
how this forms a key part of the Christian Calendar.

Reading: We have read the first two chapters of our text for this half-term, titled 'Song of the River' by Gill Lewis.

Writing: This week, we have learnt about modal verbs to show possibility, and we introduced the concept of
parenthesis using dashes.

Maths: We have been using the adjustment method, whereby children use known multiplication and division
facts to adjust their factors and products in order to solve similar decimal number problems.

Things to remember: Please continue to encourage your children to read. Homework has also been set on
Century and involves multiplying and dividing decimal numbers by 10 & 100, as well as a punctuation focus on
using parenthesis.

If you need anything, do not hesitate to get in touch at goldenwillow@dunbury.dsat.org.uk. Our PE days are
Monday and Thursday.

Scots Pine Class Year 6

This week we have celebrated 'Children's Mental Health Week' where we created a sense of belonging map,
showing all the important things in our lives.

Reading: We have read the first two chapters of our text for this half-term, titled 'Song of the River' by Gill Lewis.

Writing: This week we have been working on our descriptive writing for a setting description using expanded
noun phrases.

Maths: We have been continuing our learning of fractions, comparing related and non-related fractions.

Things to remember: Homework is due on the Monday we return; all of their homework books should be
completed, please.

If you have any questions, please use the class email address: scotspine@dunbury.dsat.org.uk
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