
Week beginning 13th October 2025

Weekly communication

Whole School Reminders

“Strength in difference, together we are one, together we fly high.”

This week we focus on what we are grateful for as we prepare for our Harvest Services. Harvest is traditionally

a time of bounty and a time when we think about those in our community who might not have much. We are

asking for donations of dried goods (tins, packets, toiletries) which we will be delivering to the food bank in

Blandford. Please ensure that donations are in school by Wednesday 15th.

Attendance: Last week’s whole school attendance was 96%. It is a legal requirement that children miss no more

than 10% of school time. Please ensure that, where possible, all appointments (such as dentist) are taken

outside of school hours. If you are struggling with your child’s attendance, please contact your class teacher, or

Mrs Duerdoth, our attendance lead.

Reading: Well done to the children who received their Summer Reading challenge certificates this week!

Things to remember:  Wednesday 15th October Harvest Festival Services - 1pm for Dunbury Early Years at St 

Nicholas' Church, Winterborne Kingston and 2pm for Dunbury Primary at St Mary's Church, Winterborne 

Whitechurch.

Beech Class Reception 

The children are now starting to blend the sounds taught, to read and write simple words. This is a very exciting 

time in Reception. It can also be tricky for some children, and we help the children lean into the resilience 

techniques that we have been teaching. We have been using the sentence 'We practise to get better' to help the 

children understand that 'having a go' helps us to improve, and we feel good when we try. The practise that you 

do at home is supporting the children to embed the learning we have done in school, so please do continue to 

review sounds and read at home – daily if you can. It makes such a difference to your child's confidence.

Curriculum

Phonics: We will be consolidating the sounds taught so far, as well as embedding correct letter formation.

In maths, they will continue to compare quantity using the language 'more than and fewer than'. Please check 

that your child can confidently order numerals to 5 and can count confidently to 10.

Things to remember: Speech matters! If you notice that your child uses an incorrect word, please model the 

correction back to them (i.e. 'He ran' – rather than 'He runned'). This will help a lot as they learn to write.

Oak Class Year 1 and 2

We have had an amazing week with lots of outdoor-learning and explorative play. The children crushed foraged 

berries to make paint which they then used in their artwork, and they used natural materials to combine our 

Picasso portrait topic in art with our Harvest focus this week.

Curriculum

Phonics: The children have learnt lots of new sounds, please read with them at home to practice.

Maths: Year 1 have been exploring 100s squares and year 2 have been adding/subtracting two-digit numbers.

Things to remember: PE is on Monday and Wednesday. Forest School is on Friday. The children (practising our 

British Value of democracy) have voted to have 'Show and Tell' on Tuesday afternoons.

If you have any questions, please use the class email address: oak@dunbury.dsat.org.uk



Cherry Class Year 3

Cherry have been enjoying working on our harvest festival acrostic poem. They're looking forward to performing 

it next week.

Curriculum

Reading: This week we have been exploring the dramatic letter of a tsunami survivor and answering questions 

about the text.

Writing: Cherry have done brilliantly writing some lovely sentences using subordinating conjunctions. Next week 

we will be writing letters from a villager to Laing from The Magic Paintbrush, thanking him for all his help.

Maths: We have been using our known facts to add and subtract 3 digit numbers.

Things to remember: PE is on Monday and Wednesday. Children are leaving their snack boxes at school, if we 

could start to label them that would be very helpful.

If you have any questions, please use the class email address: cherry@dunbury.dsat.org.uk

Elm Class Year 4

We are now familiar with our 2 and 5 times tables. Please do help your child to practise these at home. A couple 

of questions now and then makes all the difference. Please keep reading with your child and recording what you 

have read, if you could ask questions to check their understanding that helps them too.

Curriculum

Reading: We are looking a letter called 'The Wave', the vocabulary in the letter and the geography of a Tsunami 

as well as answering questions about the text.

Writing: In writing we are looking at the vocabulary and features of a letter, ready to plan our own. We will also 

identify subordinate conjunctions and their purpose and any apostrophes for possession too.

Maths: We have been subtracting hundreds from thousands, by counting back and also counting forwards.

Things to remember: PE is on Monday and Wednesday. Please ensure your child’s kit is labelled. Please also label 

their coats. If you have any questions, please use the class email address: elm@dunbury.dsat.org.uk

Scots Pine Class Year 6

The class have been busy creating special harvest artwork and are looking forward to showcasing these at the 

harvest service.

Curriculum

Reading: We are reading an information text about witches to support our knowledge and understanding which 

will support our writing too. Children will be looking at a range of question styles.

Writing: We are continuing with our information text about witches and children will be planning their own 

information texts.

Maths: We are starting to look at multiples of 10,000 and pupils will be able to explain how ten thousand can be 

composed.

Things to remember: PE is on Monday and Thursday.

If you have any questions, please use the class email address: scotspine@dunbury.dsat.org.uk

Golden Willow Class Year 5.

This half term the children have been studying the 7 stages of human development, from a foetus in the womb all 

the way through to old age. This week the children looked at mental health and how it can affect our minds and 

bodies in different ways, particularly when going through puberty.

Curriculum

Reading: We've been reading a Non- fiction text on witches, answering comprehension questions each session.

Writing: We have been revising how to use subordinating conjunctions in clauses and spelling 'ough' words.

Maths: We have been adding, subtracting and multiplying tenths.

Things to remember: PE is on Monday and Thursday. Century homework has been set for the week.

If you have any questions, please use the class email address: goldenwillow@dunbury.dsat.org.uk


